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In an effort to provide the Graduate Nurse with a clear indication of the expected level of performance on practicum, the following levels of performance are 
outlined.   Note:  This is a guide only and is not an exhaustive list of behaviours required at each level.   

 
Dependent Assisted Supervised Independent 

 
    The Graduate Nurse: 

• is unable to demonstrate the 
expected standards of the 
Competency Assessment Form 
(CAF) i.e. performance appraisal 

• is unable to demonstrate 
sufficient knowledge and skill to 
indicate safety at a beginning 
level 

• may attempt a procedure but is 
unsuccessful or may be unable 
to begin 

• requires direction regarding 
professional behaviour 

• requires directive and continuous 
cues to the extent that it is as if 
the instructor is performing the 
behaviour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supervision  and assistance  
is required 

   
The Graduate Nurse: 
• is beginning to link to practice 

including the setting/client 
needs 

•  is skilful in only parts of 
procedures 

• is beginning to develop time 
management skills 

•  is beginning to cope with 
urgent or unexpected client 
needs (with assistance) 

•  Is beginning to focus on the 
client rather than themselves 
and the task(s) to be 
completed 

•  recognizes the importance of 
research and its relationship 
with practice 

•  Is beginning to identify 
individual learning needs 

• Demonstrates acceptable 
professional behaviour  

 
 
 
 
Supervision and assistance is 
required 

  
The Graduate Nurse:  
• is able to provide 
      acceptable rationale for actions 
• uses research at a beginning 
      Level 
• utilises more effort than 

anticipated to complete tasks/care 
       requirements 
• begins to recognise  
      own limitations 
• requires further development re 

time and resource  
      management skills  
• demonstrates self- 
      directed skills in the development 
      of evidence-based practice 
• is able to draw the focus from the 

client to the skill, when this 
becomes more complex 

• is able to cope (with 
      supervision) when faced with 
      urgent, unexpected client needs 
• demonstrates acceptable   

professional behaviour  
• requires occasional supporting 
      cues with infrequent directive cues 
       
Supervision is required 
 

 
The Graduate Nurse:    
• demonstrates synthesis of 

theory and practice in a 
variety of settings by 
independently integrating 
theoretical knowledge and 
research to provide safe, 
evidence-based practice 

• provides rationale for 
       actions 
• appears confident 
• works with minimal or no 
       supervision safely 
• recognizes own limitations 
• collaborates appropriately with                                                          

the multidisciplinary team 
• effectively uses time and            

equipment 
• demonstrates professional 
       behaviour 
• demonstrates appropriate 

interaction with clients/staff 
and others 

• demonstrates practice that 
focuses on the client 

• requires no cues  
• demonstrates competency  
Supervision may be required in 
accordance with legislation and 
local agency policy 

Reference: Waiariki. (2009). Nursing Undergraduate Programme. Rotorua: Author. 
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Graduate:                           Workplace:                                     Submission date: 

Assessor Evaluation  
�

Assessor comments to support graduates ongoing 
professional development 
�

Writing presented in a structured and 
professional manner 
 
Is there evidence of: 

• Structured writing includes 
introduction, body and 
conclusion 

• Correct grammar, structured 
sentences and paragraphing 

• Utilisation of reflective 
framework/model 

• Referencing eg APA (within text 
and reference list) 

 

 

Demonstrates  safe nursing practice 
 
Effective application of nursing 
knowledge to clinical practice 
 
Is there evidence of safe nursing 
practice through demonstration, 
understanding and application of: 

• Policies / protocols / guidelines 
• Legislative frameworks 
• Standards of practice 
• Ethical frameworks 

 
Evidence of applying theory to practice 
 

 

Reflection 
 
Does the graduate consider and 
demonstrate evidence of reflection on: 

• Ethical, legal and professional 
issues in nursing practice 

• Previous assumptions and 
knowledge  prior to reflecting 

• New knowledge gained through 
reflection 

• How application of the reflective 
process has developed or 
enhanced their nursing practice 

 

 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessor:                                                                                                           Date:
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A reminder, the case study must reflect your involvement 
throughout the client’s phase of care 
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Graduate:                                          Workplace:                                                                        Date: 

Assessment Criteria� Assessor comments to support graduates ongoing 
professional development�

1.1 Demonstrates understanding of the clinical 
basis of the client’s condition and 
treatment by: 
• Articulating the patient history, current 

illness and care requirements utilizing an 
assessment framework 

• Critically analyzing the treatment and 
technology requirements 

• Providing explanations of altered 
pathophysiology or psychopathology 
state 

• Explaining in-depth clinical nursing 
knowledge 

 

1.2 Explores the impact of the condition and 
treatment on the client and significant 
others: 
• Explains understanding of individual 

client and their specific responses. 
• Identifies the implications of individual 

lifestyle factors 
• Articulates understanding and application 

of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi 
• Applies principles of cultural safety in 

nursing practice. 

 

1.3 Evaluates the nursing management of the 
client demonstrating current  nursing 
knowledge, practice and literature: 
• Utilises procedures and practice 

guidelines, including policies and 
protocols that support practice 

• Recognises and applies evidence based 
practice surrounding chosen treatments 

• Evidence of wide range of reading to 
support knowledge development and 
case study 

• Utilises current literature to evaluate 
nursing practice 

• Makes recommendations to enhance 
nursing practice and self development 
through use of reflective 
framework/model 

 

1.4 Constructs and presents assignment in an 
academic manner: 
• Structured writing includes introduction, 

body and conclusion 
• Correct grammar, structured sentences 

and paragraphing 
• Utilisation of reflective framework/model 
• Use of APA referencing (within text and 

reference list) 

 

Comments: 
 
Assessor:        Date:     
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Professional Development Form – Graduate Nurse 
I.e. "8��������'���	���" ����	����������#���������
������
�����
���� 
 

Date:  Time:  

Graduate:  Preceptor:  
 
Learning objectives set prior to professional development time: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Learning outcomes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Length of session (in minutes)  

Session Verification  (signature of Preceptor):  

On completion of this form, please photocopy and send a copy to: 
Nurse Coordinator – NETP Expansion (Primary Care), Room 410, 4th Floor, Tauranga Hospital.  
Private Bag 12024, Tauranga 
�


