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♦ 39% of nurses work 3 days or less per week 

♦ 25% of nurses are over the age of 50 years 

♦ The nursing workforce is not evenly distrib-
uted – the central north island is below the 
national  average 

♦ 16.7% of nurses work in primary health care 
– this is the sector where most growth is ex-
pected in the future, however most ie 43.5% 
work in hospital based secondary or tertiary 
services  

♦ The average age of a NZ nurse is 47 years 
and it is anticipated that this will continue to 
increase over the ensuing 10 or so years                                                         

(NZ Workforce Strategy, 2006) 
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Wendy Tustin-Payne Nurse Coordinator NETP & 
NETP Expansion Programme—Primary Care 

Phone: 07 5798134 

Email: wendy.tustin-payne@bopdhb.govt.nz 


